International
Mother Language
Day 2022
Toolkit for Teachers

What can I do
as a teacher
to support
Indigenous
Languages?

The 21st of February is International Mother Language Day. This day is a celebration of the
world’s cultural and linguistic diversity. For this year’s edition, we turn the spotlight on Indigenous
languages to celebrate the start of the International Decade of Indigenous Languages (2022-2032)
as declared by the United Nations.
Interested in supporting Indigenous Languages?
For educators who would like to join the celebrations of the International Mother Language Day and
are interested in focusing on Indigenous languages this year, we have put together this Toolkit for
Teachers. We gathered some valuable resources, ideas and information to help you get started.
What can you find in this resource kit?
1. Why should we all care about Indigenous languages?
2. Ideas to create a class on Indigenous languages
3. Relevant background information to dive deeper
Indigenous languages are tied to many topics that are already discussed in the classroom:
Climate Justice, Climate Change & Sustainability
World Citizenship & International Solidarity
Cultural Diversity & Cross-Cultural Dialogue
(International) Human Rights & Anti-racism
Histories of Marginalisation & Colonisation (and their legacies)

The Importance of Indigenous Languages
The Rutu Foundation was born out of the concern voiced by Indigenous leaders, parents and
teachers in Suriname (South-America), who noticed that their children were no longer learning
their languages and consequently losing their knowledge. This is not only the case in Suriname.
The sad truth is that Indigenous languages are disappearing faster than ever. A result of the
structural (and historical) discrimination of their speakers.. Among others, this prevents Indigenous
elders from transmitting their languages to the next generation.
Why are Indigenous languages so important?
Languages are like treasure chests, containing a wealth of centuries-old histories, cultures, world
views and knowledge systems. With every language that is lost, we are robbing ourselves of our
human diversity. This is not an issue that only concerns Indigenous peoples, as we all stand to lose
if this process is not reversed.
Although a minority, Indigenous peoples protect 80% of the world’s biodiversity. Their languages
hold valuable knowledge, for instance on how to care for the lands, forest and water systems in a
sustainable way. But they also know how to adapt, mitigate and reduce the risks associated with
climate change.
Research found that linguistic and biological diversity are connected: fewer languages means
less biodiversity. For example, the Yanomami of Venezuela have 49 nouns referring to different
species of caterpillars. Each word gives information on its physical features, its habitat, its
behaviour, its potential use (can we eat it, is it toxic or venomous?) and also information about the
relationships between different species or between species and their environment. When the
language is no longer spoken or taught, the knowledge it holds is also gone.

Lesson Tips for
Teachers
Discover Indigenous languages
Learn a few indigenous words by using an app: there are several available for
learning indigenous languages. Explore the importance of language for sharing
knowledge, for celebrating culture, and belonging.
Explore indigenous languages in Alaska. With videos of the Word of the Week by
the Alaska Native Heritage Center, your students can discover the sounds and
meanings of these languages. Relatedly, have a conversation about the different
functions of languages and words. For example, did you know that indigenous
communities in and around the arctic circle, such as the Sámi have a wealth of
words for snow? Some languages even have 50 or more words for snow. In
preparation your students can do research into one of these languages and
discover the nuances.
Discover more about where indigenous peoples live and which languages they
speak? This map shows native lands of indigenous people all around the world.
From this starting point they can do research about different peoples, traditions,
knowledge and language.

Indigenous Media
Perspectives
Indigenous peoples around the world have a wealth
of initiatives to share their perspective, knowledge,
way of life and language, such as indigenous led
education: ILED. Let your students explore
language revitalization by researching newspaper
articles, social media posts, TikTok videos, books,
documentaries etc. written and created by
indigenous authors/creators. How do creators
share their perspective and what do they want the
audience to learn about this?

Avoiding cultural
appropriation
Are you looking for ways to
decide how you can design
your lessons about indigenous
peoples? Have a look at this
overview about avoiding
cultural appropriation and
celebrating diversity in
classroom activities.

Indigenous knowledge and science in the classroom
Did you know that you can easily connect lessons about indigenous peoples to
science lessons? There are many resources such as this website with several
resources for younger and older students about indigenous issues, science and
knowledge.
For example, the website provides profiles of scientists who explain how they
embed their indigenous knowledge in their work. Let your students explore how
science and indigenous knowledge reinforce each other. You can make a
connection to the role of language in acquiring and sharing knowledge about the
environment. Explore the link between biodiversity and language!
Climate change and indigenous rights
The issue of climate change and the consequences affects everybody but
indigenous peoples especially. With this simulation by Zinned, your students will
learn about the consequences of climate change for indigenous peoples and their
perspectives by putting themselves in their shoes. A role play on the Indigenous
Peoples' Global Summit on Climate Change asks students to develop a list of
demands to present to the rest of the world at a climate change meeting.

Storytelling, art, and indigenous knowledge
Lessons about indigenous peoples can centre around storytelling and art. An
example is this resource about art as an inspiration for change. In exploring art,
younger students learn about the environment filled with water, land, animals,
plants etc. You can find more resources about storytelling and art on this website
of Lessons from Earth and Beyond. For example this story for young students
told by a voiceover and supported by images is accompanied with lesson
materials.
Indigenous peoples who talk about their land, use language as art in these
videos. Different speakers acknowledge the land they live in in creative ways. Let
your students watch a few videos and let them discover why land
acknowledgements are important and explore different forms and functions of
storytelling.
To select quality materials and use books or projects on indigenous peoples for
the classroom, read this article by Debbie Reese. She discusses how books
written by authors from indigenous communities are best suited to explain the
issues that they are confronted with. She also considers which questions are
suitable to start the conversation about indigenous peoples in your classroom.
On the Storyweaver platform, there are stories in indigenous languages freely
available. Look for the ones with a translation in your school language!

More Information on Indigenous Languages
Link 1: on the importance of Indigenous languages and their situation globally by the United
Nations
Link 2 + Link 3: website about the UN International Year of Indigenous Languages in 2019.
On this website, you will find a lot of background information and valuable resources on
Indigenous languages. The other link leads to the official website of the UN Decade of
Indigenous Languages 2022-2032.
Link 4: historical context of the gradual decline of Indigenous languages.
Link 5: each year the International Work Group for Indigenous AffairsIWGIA publishes a
report about the situation of Indigenous peoples globally. This is a valuable resource to
grasp the country-specific challenges Indigenous peoples are facing across the world.
Link 6: on the website of the Rutu Foundation, you will find a lot of resources on how to
learn Indigenous languages (this includes apps to learn Indigenous languages, children’s
books in Indigenous languages on the platform StoryWeaver, Ted Talks and more!).
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Did you put these ideas in practice by
designing a lesson about indigenous
languages?
Let us know by sharing your experience,
photos or videos with us via social media
with hashtag:

#IMLD22Rutu
This class toolkit about indigenous languages is
compiled by the Rutu Foundation for the Language
Friendly Schools in celebration of International Mother
Language Day 2022 and the International Decade of
Indigenous Languages 2022-2032.
For more information about the Rutu Foundation for
Intercultural and Mother Tongue Education, please
visit www.rutufoundation.org
For more information about Rutu's iniative the
Language Friendly School, please visit
www.languagefriendlyschool.org

